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A case of lung cancer－associated dermatomyositis with swelling of the face
Hiromichi KAWASHIMA, Yasutoshi HIDA, Kanako YAMASAKI
Division of Dermatology, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital
An ８４-year-old man was referred to our hospital with swelling of his face, a skin ulcer on his nucha and
muscle weakness of the proximal arms and legs. He had elevated levels of serum creatine kinase（１０，８０３U/L）
and aldolase（６３．９ U/L）. Computed tomography showed lung cancer that seemed to have spread to hilar and
mediastinal lymph nodes. Magnetic resonance imaging（short-T１ inversion recovery）of his greatest gluteal
muscles, adductors, and thigh muscles suggested myositis. Based on these findings, the patient was diagnosed
with malignancy-associated dermatomyositis（DM）. We could neither perform surgery nor prescribe anticancer
drugs, because he had poor respiratory, renal, and liver function. He was treated with oral prednisolone６０
mg per day, cutaneous manifestations improved, but muscle weakness progressed, and he developed dysphagia.
This patient was transferred to a palliative care unit and died ３ months after his first visit. This patient
showed positivity for anti-TIF１-γ antibody, which has been reported to be a marker of malignancy-associated
DM. Dermatomyositis-specific antibodies define clinical subsets of disease and are useful for predicting clinical
outcomes in patients with DM.
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